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Mr. Gates, my congratulations and very best wishes. I wish you well.

Mr. President, I thank you for your kind words and the wholly unexpected opportunity
you gave me to serve as Secretary of Defense these past years.

Six years! lt's been quite a time.

lt calls to mind a Churchill quote, something to the effect that "I have benefited greatly
from criticism and at no time have I suffered from a lack thereof."

I leave with great respect for your leadership in this unfamiliar and stilj little-understood
first war of the 21st century.

History will record your important contributions.

lt has been the highest honor of my life to have had the privilege of working so closely
with the leadership at the Department of Defense - civilian and military and the
amazing young men and women in uniform.

Their dedication, professionalism, courage and sacrifice yes, sacrifice - is truly an
inspiration.

They have my respect and my affection, and they will remain in my prayers always.

Thank you, sir.
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